
“Hi my name is Carolina, and this is the story of one of my babies Lobo. Lobo is a 10 almost 11 year old 

Akita whom I rescued when he was 4 years old from his previous owner after his owner neglected, by 

having him tied to a tree in his back yard and even went as far as trying to turn him into an aggressive 

attack dog. At first my family and I were nervous of introducing Lobo to our other rescued female Akita 

but as luck would have it, Lobo had room in his heart for all of my family including his now best friend 

and partner in crime Maya. Through the years Lobo has had a few health issues, one being a tumor on 

his upper lip and the other and most persistent one his allergies to grains and fleas. I have always been 

able to give Lobo health care for all his problems as well as spoiling him and Maya like two big babies. 

Unfortunately last year I lost my job, and for months I’ve tried to find a new job while trying to keep my 

family taken care of, but as time went by things got worse, my savings slowly came to an end and to 

make matters worse Lobo’s health began to turn for the worse, he began to lose weight, lose his fur and 

all of his energy. He had large bald spots, and would not stop chewing at them. I tried and failed to help 

him, without the proper medical help, I had no idea what to do. They say things get worse before they 

get better well it did, at the start of May, Lobo and Maya both got a severe flea infestation. Lobo, who 

was already ill and allergic to fleas, was the most affected. 

I tried everything I could to get rid of the fleas even went as far as trying some home remedies I 

researched online. My down point was during one of the times I was giving Lobo a bath, out of nowhere 

Lobo began to have seizure, I thought I was going to lose him. I wanted to run inside and call someone 

for help. But without the resources to pay for a vet and nowhere to turn I had no one. I remember I 

began to cry my eyes out. I know I’m a grown woman but the bond between a person and their pet is 

just as strong as one with a spouse or child or any family member. 

During his seizure I soaked him with warm water and basically held him as tight as I could, not knowing if 

he was going to be ok. Once it stopped I felt the most painful relief in the world, relief because he was 

still with me but painful because I had a feeling of incompetence and guilt. That night I sat on my 

computer and searched for help. Living in Puerto Rico wasn’t helping me at all, the organizations here 

only offer help in pet adoption for animals that are on the streets. The more I searched the worse I felt, I 

knew if I surrendered my Akitas, they would most likely be put down because the reality is unless they 

are young dogs, people do not want them and on top of it, how in the world could I surrender them, you 

can’t surrender you family, it’s a life bond that should not be broken. 

I had given up hope and decided to find out more about the breed itself, see if I could find information 

that I could use to help Lobo. I remember I typed in Senior Akita and at the top of the list Akita SOS 

showed up. I think God was pointing me to his angels because without a second thought I clicked on the 

link. I read everything on their page about 20 times, thinking god if only they could help Lobo. I didn’t 

really think they would be able to help since we are all the way in Puerto Rico but I had nothing to lose 

so I applied not really giving it much thought.  

To my surprise the very next day I received a reply from Kathy. I was both in shock and stunned when 

Akita SOS said they would help Lobo. It is unbelievable how kind they are. They went beyond their 

limitations to assist Lobo, giving him the best veterinarian care, food, flea and heartworm medication 



and it didn’t stop there, they went as far as helping Maya too. Turns out Lobo had a thyroid problem on 

top of his allergies to which Akita SOS helped pay for his medicine. Nancy became my support system, 

emailing me to check up on Lobo, giving me advice and in general hope that there are people who 

genuinely care. Akita SOS saved Lobo and my family and words cannot express how grateful I am for the 

chance they gave us. It’s been about a month and Lobo is recovering amazingly well, he is gaining his 

weight back. His bald spots are almost all gone, he no longer has fleas. He is truly a happy loving Akita 

and it would have not been possible if it weren’t for the kindness dedication and hard work of this 

organization. 

I made a promise to myself that as soon as I get back on my feet, I will give back to the organizations not 

because they expect it but because without them god knows what would have happened to Lobo and 

many other cases like Lobo who were in desperate need of help. I want nothing more than to help them 

continue their mission in saving this amazing breed. " 


